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The Economic Development (EDG) Committee seeks ways to support retention
and expansion of existing businesses in the metropolitan Phoenix area.
Additionally, the Committee will collaborate with groups such as the Greater
Phoenix Economic Council, Arizona Commerce Authority and the city of
Phoenizx as it relates to business refention, expansion and attraction.
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During the fiscal year 2009-2010 under the leadership of former committee
chairman Richard Parker, the Greater Phoenix Chamber of Commerce’s (GPCC)
Economic Development Committee met with members and various public and
private organizations across the Valley of the Sun to evaluate how the Chamber
could be most effective in the area of economic development. Because there are
several entities that engage in this arena, the committee was disinterested in
replicating efforts of other organizations. Instead, the committee endeavored to
leverage the Chamber’s resources to compliment the overall economic development
effort in the Phoenix Metro area.

The Economic Development Committee’s fiscal year 2010-2011 Action Plan
was formally approved by the GPCC Board of Directors in June 2010. The plan
included the following pillars:

Business Retention and Expansion Activities
Education Outreach
Legislative and Regulatory Support

After our first year of the Action Plan, we are pleased to present the Economic
Development Committee’s achievements to you.
And, if you are interested in being more involved, please consider joining
the Economic Development Committee by contacting the Chamber’s office at
602.495.2195.

GUIDING PRINCIPLES:

* In partnership with the Greater
Phoenix Economic Council, Greater
Phoenix Leadership, Arizona
Department of Commerce (or its
successor agency), the city of
Phoenix, Arizona Office of Tourism,
and the Arizona Chamber of
Commerce and Industry, support
initiatives to increase Arizona’s
competitiveness with other states/
regions, including changes to tax
structure, recruitment and incentive
programs, and legislative and
operational changes.

Support policies at all levels of

government to ensure the retention

and expansion of businesses in the

Greater Phoenix Metropolitan area,

with particular emphasis on wealth

building employers®.

» Support efforts to increase the
visibility of Greater Phoenix
Metropolitan area opportunities.

» Support initiatives to recruit leisure
and business travel to Arizona
and in particular, the Phoenix
metropolitan region.

* In general, wealth building employers attract non-local dollars
to an economy and possess one or more of the following
characteristics: A. Produce products and/or services that are
exported out of the region; B. Produce something tangible or
intangible (manufacturing or research) that brings non-local
dollars into the region (wealth-building); C. Distribute products
out of the region; and/or D. Encourage leisure and business
visitation and tourism.



BUSINESS RETENTION AND
EXPANSION ACTIVITIES:

Retention and expansion of small,
medium and large businesses in the
Phoenix Metro area is critical to the
vitality of the region. The Economic
Development Committee members
were responsible for meeting with a
targeted group of Chamber members to
discuss plans for staying or expanding
in the Valley, as well as issues directly
related to member businesses.

Feedback from businesses validated
concerns over the impacts of Arizona’s
image, adequate workforce skillsets
and access to capital.

In addition, the Committee created
member-driven “retention response
teams” to field questions in their area
of expertise, including legal, human
resources, and financial services.

Industry areas of focus: health
care, environmental, occupational,
mechanical, and moving/relocation
industries

Number of retention visits: 15

THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
101 PROGRAM HELPED EDUCATE
BUSINESS COLLEAGUES, LAWMAKERS,
GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS AND THE
PUBLIC-AT-LARGE.

ACTIVITIES:

Because the GPCC is viewed as a
preeminent resource on business
retention, expansion and attraction
efforts, the Economic Development
Committee — in partnership with other
economic development groups —
developed an Economic Development
101 program to help educate
business colleagues, lawmakers,
government officials and the public-
at-large. The Chamber also created
an information hub on the website
(www.phoenixchamber.com/discover-
phoenix/doing-business-phoenix) to
assist businesses, residents and non
residents.

REGULATORY SUPPORT:

Known for its advocacy efforts, the
GPCC continues to advocate for
policies that foster business retention,
expansion and attraction. The
Economic Development Committee’s
activities include: building and
maintaining relationships with
lawmakers and legislative and agency
staff, as well as actively engaging

at the city and state level regarding
public policy matters.

Successes include: HB 2001, the
Arizona Competitiveness jobs
package (signed by Governor Brewer
second special session, 2011); and
defeating various pieces of legislation
that would have caused economic
harm to our state.

GPCC Public Affairs & Economic Development Staff: Michelle Bolton, Vice President | Amy Bratt, Manager | Kieren Clarkson, Coordinator
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Ms. Sharisse Johnson
Macayo’s Mexican Restaurants, LLC

Ms. Michelle Rider
Greater Phoenix Economic Council

Mr. Ben Himmelstein
Wong Fuijii Carter, PC

Mr. Scott Spillman
BNC National Bank

Mr. Barry M. Aarons
The Aarons Company, LLC

Ms. Ann Seiden
Southwest Gas Corporation

Mr. J. James Christian
Tiffany & Bosco, P.A.

Mr. William M. Fischbach Il
Tiffany & Bosco, P.A.

Ms. Amanda Wright
Mario E. Diaz & Associates

Ms. Monica Farrell
Clear Channel Airports

Ms. Sande Roberts
The Sisters: Real Life Skills

Mr. Andy McMillan
Phoenix Realty Advisors, Inc.

Ms. Cathy L. Dutton
Professional Planning Associates —
Cathleen L. Dutton, Financial Advisor

Mr. Andy Turk
Polsinelli Shughart, P.C.

Ms. Kari Cluff
Salt River Project

Mr. Gerald D. Simcox
Simcox Financial Group, LLC

Mr. Paul J. Beckert
Pinnacle Business Solutions

Mr. Jeff Fairman
Sundt Construction, Inc.

Ms. Jill Kusy Hegardt
DMB Associates, Inc.

Mr. Richard Parker
Sundt Construction, Inc.

Mr. Jonathan G. Howard
Quarles & Brady, LLP

Mr. Steven Kiefer
The Maricopa Community Colleges
District Office

Ms. Rebecca Holmes
Cox Communications

Mr. Jim Mapstead
Accurate Signs & Engraving, Inc.

Mr. Jay Kaprosy
Veridus

Mr. Paul McKenney
McKenney Financial Group

Mr. David Bentler
Arizona Public Service Co.

Mr. Donald Smith
SCF Arizona

Ms. Nancy Stone
ILX Resorts Incorporated

Mr. Jeff Mirasola
CenturyLink

Mr. David Bruno
DHR International

Mr. Gregorio M. Garcia
Polsinelli Shughart, P.C.

Mr. Jim Peterson
City of Phoenix Aviation Dept./
Public Relations

Mr. Roy Irwin
Irwin Insurance & Financial Services

Ms. Amy Dattilo
Grubb & Ellis

Mr. Wes Ray
Polsinelli Shughart, P.C.

Ms. Joni Petty
Green Planet 21

Mr. Chuck Waldrep
Prudential Financial

Ms. Pam Lindley
City of Phoenix - Community &
Economic Development

Ms. Michelle Pierson
City of Phoenix - Community &
Economic Development

Ms. Deborah Ostreicher
City of Phoenix Aviation Dept./
Public Relations

Ms. Debra Roubik
VisionEcon

Ms. Caryn Sanchez
Salt River Project

Ms. Kecia Cossett
Waddell & Reed

Mr. Bo Sederstrom
Grubb & Ellis

Mr. Chris Millsap
Enterprise Performance Management



